
M ay 9, 1 9 8 9 L B 285A, 3 5 2
LR 160-172

CLERK: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,
Transportation Committee.
J ourna l . )

Senator Moore of fers LR 160. ( Read b r i e f de sc r i p t i on of
LR 160. ) LR 161 i s a study resolution by Senator Moore, a s i s
LR 162, LR 1 63 and LR 164 . Sen a t o r Pirsch offers a study
r e"o l u t i on , LR 165 . Senat o r Lyn c h h a s L R 16 6 , study resolution.
LR 167 is offered by Senator Hefner. (Read brief descry.iption of
L R 167. ) LR 168 b y S e n a t o r W e s e l y. ( Read brief description o f
LR 168. ) St udy r eso l u t i on s , LR 169 b y S e n a t o r We s e l y , LR 170 ,
L R 171 and L R 1 7 2 . ( See p a g e s 2 1 9 2 - 2 20 2 o f the Legislative
Journa l . )

M r. President, I hav e amendments to be printed to LB 285A by
S enator L a mb . ( See p a g e 2 2 0 2 o f t h e Legis l a t i v e Jou r n a l . )
T hat ' . . all that I have, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: LB 35 2 .

CLERK: Mr . Pr es i d en t , ' B 352 i s on Gen e r a l F i l e . I t w a s
i n t r o d u ced b y S e n a t o r A b b o u d . ( Read t i t l e . ) The b i l l was
in t r o d u ced on Janu a r y 11 , referred to the Government Committee,
advanced to General File. I have committee amendments pending
by the Go vernment, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee,
Mr. P r e s i d e n t . ( See page 779 o f t he Leg i s l a t i ve Jou r n al . )

PRESIDENT: Senator Baack, did you want to take the com m ittee
amendments? Can you do that in your u ni f o r m ?

confirmation
(See page 2192

from t h e
Legislative

r epor t s
of t he

SENATOR BAACK: Yes.

PRESIDENT: A l l r i gh t .

SENATOR B A ACK: Yes, Mr. President and colleagues, the . . . w e ' r e
on LB 352. The committee amendments simply change t he app ea l
t ime I mm i t . The t ame l i mi t i n t he b i l l wa s orig i n a l l y wr i t t en
at 20 days. We changed that to 30 days to make it con sistent
with all of the othe r app e al p r oc es se s , o therw i s e w e w o u l d
h ave . . . I t h i nk i t c o u l d b e confusing to the people i nvo l ve d i f
i t wa s . . . t h zs i s t he only one that would be 20 days, a l l t he
rest of them are 30 days. S o w e s i mp l y ch ange d t ha t 20 t o
30 days . Th an k you .
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All those in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Record , Nr. C l e r k . .
please.

C LERK: 2 4 a y es , 0 n a y s , N r . P re s i d e n t , o n adopt ion o f L R 1 5 7 .

PRESIDENT: The resolution is adopted. L R 157 , p l e a s e .

C LERK: Nr . Pr e si d e n t , LR 167 introduced by Senators Hefner,
Rogers and Johnson. (Read brief description of LR 167.)

PRESIDENT: Senator Hefner, please.

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr. President and members of t he b o d y, t h i s
resolution is on page 2197. This resolution was drafted and
being introduced to address the problems that w e' re ha v in g in
the pork industry today. There's a lot of butcher hogs and
finished pork products coming into the United States and
Nebraska from Canada, therefore depressing the pork prices here
in our st a t e . The Canadian government provides production
incentives to their pork producers which certainly helps to
encourage overproduct i o n in Ca n ada. The overflow comes into the
United States. This is depressing the hog prices i n N e b r a s ka ,
causing our pork producers to lose money. At the present time,
t here i s a du t y o n hogs imported from Canada and t ha t ' s a
permanent duty. And now there is a temporary duty on imported
pork products from Canada and this was just instigated recently.
This is an attempt by our government to offset the incentives by
the Canadian government. This resolution urges our go v e r nment
to establish a permanent duty on pork products imported from
Canada. This move would put the hog raisers in Nebraska and the
United States, I feel, on a l eve l p l a y i n g f i e l d w ith Ca n a d i a n
producers . Th i s i s t he way i t shou l d be . The Canadian
government pays its producers a subsidy of $19.50 per hog in the
third quarter of 1988 and $31 per hog in the fourth quarter of'88, and I don't know what it is for the first quarter of '89.
Those figures aren't in yet. The House Agriculture Committee
Subcommittee on livestock, dairy and poultry will be holding a
public field hearing on imports of Canadian hogs a n d por k
products Nay 19th at Sioux City, Iowa. This resolution will be
presented at this hearing to the subcommittee. Nr. Pr e s i d e n t , I
move for the adoption of LR 167.

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . Senator Rogers , p l e a se . S enator Rogers .

SENATOR ROGERS: Thank you, Nr. President. I just echo what
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Senator Hefner said . I have been involved in this on the
national board for a good many years. We think what's fair is
fair. The hearing that is coming up, there will be some po rk
producers from Neb raska at tending that hearing. I don ' t kn ow
why they h av e t o p i ck on a particular agricultural product
sometimes but th e on ly thing I can say I just appreciate your
vote for this resolution.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Chambers, please.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
I would like to ask Sen..ctor Hefner a question or two about this.

PRESIDENT: Senator Hefne=, please.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Sen at e . Hefner, what you' re attempting is
something that has been referic0 to as the opening shot i n a
trade wa r? I'm ask ing that as a question. Is this...is this
one of the elemen t hat would be found in what has been c al l e d
a t r a d e w a r ?

SENATOR HEFNER: I imagine you could call it a trade war.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And t h e reason I ask if it's an opening shot,
does Canada have duty that they placeon agricultural products
coming from America into Canada?

SENATOR HEFNER: I -ouldn't tell you that, S enato r C h a mber s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So y ou ' r e not . ..you' re not imposing duty for
d uty , yo u a re t r y i ng t o affect the internal
p ol i c y . . .ag r i cu l t u r a l p o l i c y o f Can ad a by gettin g t h i s
government to adopt a foreign policy position or fo r e i gn t r ad e
policy position with reference to that g overnment. I s t h a t
c or r e c t ?

S ENATOR HEFNER: Sen a t o r Ch a mber s , what I am d o i n g i s t r y i n g t o
tell this subcommittee that we should have a permanent duty on
pork products like we do on the live hogs.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: If America were to give subsidies to American
agriculture as t hey do for grain,would you be in favor of the
countries that import Amer>can grain e stab l i sh i n g a d ut y on
American grain because of subsidies that the American government
would g i ve ?
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SENATOR HEFNER:
part of it.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: No, I mean, would yo u b e i n f avor of ot h er
countries doing to America...all right, let me. . . l e t m e l ay i t
out. Let' s s a y th American g overnment subsid i z e s gr ai n
production in t his country. America tries to sell grain to
other countries. Would iou be in favor of those countries that
would be importers of American grain placing a duty on American
grain to offset ny subsidi.s that the government would give to
grain producers in this country?

SENATOR HEFNER: As I understand it, Senator Chambers, a l l t h e
countries subsidize grain at the present time.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I'm asking, would y o u b e i n favor of t ho se
countries that would import American grain placing a duty on
American grain that is to be imported? Would you be in favor of

Senator Chambers, I haven't researched that

t ha t ?

S ENATOR HEFNER: Sen at o r Ch a mber s , I w o u ld hav e t o r e sea r ch
t ha t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So then you don't think that, across t h e
board, countries imposing duties on products that t h ey import
which are subsidized by the exporting country would be good. In
other words, you don't think duties should be imposed by other
countries on that which they import from this countr y b ut you
think that this country should impose duties on that which thxs
country imports from other count r i e s .

SENATOR HEFNER: Well, Senator Chambers, there is a perm anent
duty on live hogs and I think this permanent duty should be the
same on finished pork products.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But you' re not answering my question a nd I
g uess you w on ' t . Th ank s . T hat ' s a l l t h at " . h ad .

PRESIDENT:
Coordsen.

Senator Ne l so n , p l ea se , followed by Se nator

SENATOR NELSON: Mr. Speake r a n d m e mber s o f t h e b od y , I hav e
mixed emotions on this resolution also. Senato r C h a mbers , I
guess, got his light on a little bit earlier and somewhat e c h o ed
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what my concerns are. I'm...I don't think there i s , ex c e p t i n g
maybe Senator Rogers or someone that maybe it's dollars out of
his pocket. I feel that I'm just as sympathetic towards the hog
producers as nearly anyone in the body because I d o k no w w h a t
their, you know, their problems are and I do know financially.
But I'm kind of wondering if by passing this resolution i t
doesn't go a little bit...maybe or maybe not, I don't know the
exact ramifications, but let's take lumber, let's take seafoc6s,
let's take grain. And I particularly remember a c o u pl e y ear s
ago when w e we re t a l k i ng about it entered into t he l a s t
senatorial election whether or not that we.. .what ki nd o f an
agricultural policy that w e have , whe t h e r o r n o t w e d o h a v e
restrictions or we don't have restrictions and the value added.
Then it gets back to the clean grain. We allow 5 percent dirt
and junk in our grain and Canada 3 percent and what do they do?
They take our dirt, and grain and sell. . .or Canada back i n t o t h e
United States. But this is more than a small resolution if you
really get to the back...the facts on it. So I don't know, I 'm
kind of going to have mixed emotions in voting on this. I migh t
ask Senator Ro gers i f he kn o w s what the restrictions are on
importing meat into Canada and v ar i ou s ot h er agricultural
products .

PRESIDENT: S e n a to r Ro gers , p l ea s e .

SENATOR ROGERS: Yes, thank you, Mr. President. I don't want to
get into a trade war because I.. . I ' m no t i nv o l v ed , I ' m n o t that
up on some of the things. But there is one thing nobody has
mentioned here this morning, Canada subsidizes their pork
producers, Ar l en e . That ' s wh a t . . .

SENATOR NELSON: Right, I.
. .

SENATOR ROGERS: Okay.

SENATOR NELSON: ...realize that and.
.

SENATOR ROGERS: Okay, that's one of the reasons. .. I d o n ' t k now
as they subsidize their other agriculture products but a s l on g
as they subsidize their pork producers that's the reason that we
have fought this battle for years as far as the grains and.

. .

SENATOR NELSON: It's my time.

SENATOR ROGERS: Okay, I just want you to know what's going on.
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i t .

S ENATOR NELSON: Cana d a also...I mean, other states, nations
subsidize many products over in Europe and we' re still over
there subsidizing our wheat. Now we' re subsidizing the farmer
and we' re turning around subsidizing the wheat to R ussia r i g h t
now. I don ' t know now much more they...the government can
stand. But I probably will b- .supporting the resolution b ut I
think that there's more behind it than just a simple little
resolution such as this that t here are rather other
ramifications that have implications down the road too. With
that, I will give Senator Rogers more of my time now if he wants

PRESIDENT: You have two minutes, Senator Rogers.

SENATOR ROGERS: Well, like I said, that's one of the reasons, I
mean, it's different than other products because I d o n ' t know
what Canada does about subsidizing other products but when they
subsidize their product it puts us at a disadvantage when they
can s h i p t he ir por k d own here . That's one of the reasons for
this particular resolution. A nd, l i k e I sa i d , I ha v e n o i d ea , I
don't want to get into a discussion with other products because
I'm not aware of them but I am aware of this one. Need any more
time, Arlene? Bec ause if you don't vote for this, your pork
producers in Hall County, I'm going to tell them about it.

SENATOR NELSON: Boy, you talk about a threat. That pork was so
good last night.

PRESIDENT: T h ank you. Senator Coordsen, please, followed by

SENATOR COORDSEN: Nr. President and members of the body, there
are all sorts of tariffs and duties. There are tariffs and then
there are nontariff requirements coming into the country. With
relation to Canada, most certainly I'm not well versed in all of
the aspects of trade between this country and Canada but we
could look at several agricultural commodities, one of which
might be barley. Our barley producers in this country had a
severe problem several ye a rs a go in...and it re lated t o t he
higher price in b arley in this country than what there was in
Canada. And so the Canadian producers had a rather high subsidy
on the barley from their government. They could truck directly
from the fields of Saskatchewan across the border into North
Dakota and dump their barley and all of the malters in this

Senator Rogers.
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country were buying Canadian barley because they could buy it
cheaper. For a North Dakota producer to ship into Canada,
although t h er e was no tariff...there was no tariff on t he
importation of barley into Canada, it took between two and thr. e
weeks fo r a No r t h Dak ot a p rod u c e r to get all of the import
certificates, the vital sanitary certificates a s t o t h e
cleanliness of the grain and all of this before they could ship
the same truckload of grain, raised in the same way, across the
Canadian border to a Canadian elevator. With regard to the pork
duties which this resolution addresses, the commission that
oversees this for the United States and for a' 1 of the imports
in the United States is a three-member commission. At the last
time when we had the severe problem with the importation of pork
into this country, the commission at that time was made u p by
one farmer, one business man and the chairman was a person whose
connection with agriculture h ad b e e n t ha t sh e wa s . . .and I
don' t . ..this is not a sexist remark, bu t she had been the
National Dairy Princess at one time when she was an a'de for a
Congressman from Minnesota. And the determination on a t wo t o
one vote was that live hogs were pork and the determination on a
t wo t o one v ot e with the business man a nd t h e ch ai r m a n
supporting it was that pork-pork, afte r t he hog s h ave been
butchered , was n ot po r k but was manufactured goods and,
therefore, should not have any duty attached to it. As fa r as
other countries around the world, subsidies are alive and well,
folks, and many times they are import tariffs coming into the
c ountry . Japan sup p o r t s t hei r h i gh i nt e rn a l p r i ce su p p o r t
structure simply from placing import duties on grain coming into
that country and it makes them no difference what the world
price of grain, they adjust their import duties to make sure
that the internal price of grain is at least equal to the
support price that they' re paying the Japanese farmers. Taiwan
has no import duties. They have a limited amount of feed grain
production where...had a $7 per bushel corn support price. They
accomplished the financing of this by requiring before a feed
processor o r a f eed e r c o u l d g et the authorization to import
grain that they had to buy at the internal support price all of
the domestic production first. The European economic community
has severe import duties for agriculture products that compete
with those that are produced within that community.

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR COORDSEN: So this is not something t hat ' s unusual .
This is something that is going on today,always has been and
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always will be and I thi~k that for us to encourage a p r ot e ct i on
o f ou r d ome s t i c i nd u st r y i s no t i mm o r a l . I t ' s n o t i l l eg al and
i t ' s cer t a i n l y we l l f ou nde d on the relationships that
governments have with one another. T hank y o u .

PRESIDENT: Th ank you . Senator Rogers, please, followed by
Senato r We h r b e i n . But (gavel) let's hold our conversation down,
i t ' s ge t t i ng a l i t t l e d i f f i cu l t t o h ea r . Thank you . Sen at o r
Rogers, please. Senator Wehrbein, followed by Senator Schmit.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: I wi ' 1 p a s s .

PRESIDENT: Senator Schmit.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Pas s .

PRESIDENT: Sen a t o r He f ne r , would yo u l i k e t o c l ose ?

SENATOR H EFNER: Mr. President and m embers o f t he bod y , I
cer t a i n l y wou l d l i k e t o c l ose . The po rk i n du s t r y me a n s a lo t t o
Nebraska. It adds a lot to our economy. And al l I ' m asking
here is that we get some in pu t at t h i s p ub l c f i e l d he ar i n g
t ha t ' s b ei ng h e l d i n Si oux Ci t y , Iowa a week from t h is coming
Frida y o n May 19 t h . At the present time, there is a dut y on
live hogs that come in from Canada. T hat ' s a
permanent...permanent one, a permanent duty. All this here
resolution says that we support putting this permanent d uty on
pork products coming into Canada. At the present time...and I
think this has been in effect for a couple weeks. there h a s b e en
a temporar y d u t y ad d e d . And so I wou l d u r ge you a nd e n c o u r a g e
you to support this resolution which will be p=esented at this
p ubl i c h ea r i n g . Th ank you .

PRESIDENT: Th a n k yo u . The question is the adoption of the
resolution. A ll in f avor vo t e aye , opp o s e d n a y . Record ,
Mr. C l e r k , p l e ase .

CLERK: 28 aye s , 1 nay , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t , on adoption of the

PRESIDENT: The resolution is adopted . LR 168 , p l e ase

CLERK: Mr . Pr es i d en t , 168 was introduced by Senator Wesely.
(Read b r i e f d esc r i pt i on of LR 168 . )

r eso l u t i on .
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SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Now, if an appeal can be made to you to vote
against this bill, because I' ve offended Senator Lab e dz , t hen
t hat ' s the tactic that not only she should use but everybody
should use it. You want votes. Some people want votes any way
that they can get them. Some people will resort to any tactic.
But while you' re considering and commiserating w ith Se n a t o r
Labedz, I want you to know that at no time did I tell her I was
offended at her asking...offering this amendments. I n ev e r
e xpressed a n y of f en s e . I t o l d h e r t ha t I wou l d n o t c a l l t h e
question on any of them, that I would not move t o s u s pend t he
rules t o st op her . And, if somebody does call the question on
one of them, I will not vote to call the question o n h e r
amendments, just as I never vote to call the question on any
questions. So, I'm asking that you defeat her amendment and
allow her the o pportunity to present the other ones, and then
v ote as yo u p l e ase o n t h o s e . But this matter has already b een
v oted down. . .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T i m e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...and I don't think it blends with the bill
as it has been amended by others.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k yo u . There a re n o ot he r l i ght s on .
Senator Labedz, would you like to close?

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Chambers is right in most of the things
t hat he d i d say . But at this moment I would like to make the
motion to adjourn...or, not adjourn, recess for lunch.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: N achine vo t e .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Anything for the record, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: Mr. President, I have a confirmation report from the
General Affairs Committee, signed by Senator Smith. I have a
request from Senator Nelson t o ad d he r n ame t o LR 1 6 7 a s
co-in t r o ducer . That's all that I have, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . The qu e s t i o n i s , s hal l t h e b o d y
adjourn . . . r e c ess , excuse me, until one-thirty? Al l i n f avor
vote ay e , o p p osed nay . Have you all voted'? The question is to
r ecess. Pl ea s e r e c o r d .
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announcements?

PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

PRESIDENT: Welcome to the George W. Norris Legislative Chamber.
We have with u s this m orning Pastor T h o mas Sadd l e r , who i s
Associate Pastor at the Christ Temple Mission in Lincoln. Would
you please rise for the invocation.

PASTOR SADDLER: (Prayer o f f e re d . )

PRESIDENT: Tha n k yo u , Pas t o r Sad d l e r . We appreciate your being
here t h i s mo r n i n g . Rol l ca l l , p l e as e .

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. Pres i d e n t .

PRESIDENT: Th a n k you . Any corrections to the Journal.

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i den t , I d o . On e smal l c or r e c t i on . On
page 2264, line 17, after LB 716 i nse r t " E E R a mendment s " .
That's all that I have, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Ok ay , d o you h ave a ny me s s a g e s , r epor t s o r

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i den t , Senator Schmit would l i k e t o p r i n t
amendments to LB 289; and LR 157, LR 167, and LR 16 8 ar e r e ad y
f or y ou r s i gn a t u r e . That's all that that I have, Mr. President.
(See pages 2293-94 of the Legislative Journal.)

PRESIDENT: Wh i l e t h e Legislature is in session, c apable o f
transacting business, I propose to s ign an d do s i gn LR 167 ,
LR 157 , and LR 168 . I t ' s g o o d t o see the surviving basketball
players here this morning. See several of them didn't s urv i v e ,
but we' re sorry about that. W e' l l m o v e on t o LR 16 0 .

CLERK: Mr . Pr es i den t , 160 , offered by Senator Moore, i s f o u n d
on page 2 192 o f t h e Jou r n a l . It asks th a t the Legis l a t u r e
encourage Nebraska communities to establish block home programs
and that the McGruff House symbol and p r og r am b e ex c l u s i ve l y
recommended for use in Nebraska to allow chi'dren and adults to
readily recognize the symbol in any part of the stat e o r coun t y

PRESIDENT: Senator Moore, how you feel?

SENATOR MOORE: I feel good, Mr. President. And, i f y ou t ake a

t hey a r e i n .
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